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CALENDAR FOR SCHOOL OF LAJV, 1938-1939

I.

DAY DIVISION

First Semester
S eptember 21-22-We.dnesday and Thursday:
Registration .
September 23-Friday:
First day of instruction.
September 26-Monday:
Formal Opening: University Convocation, 11 a.m.
September 30-Friday:
•
Last day for payment of accounts.
Novemb er 10-Thursday:
Armistice Day Celebration: University Convocation,
11 a.m.
November 24-28-Thursday to Monday, inclusive:
Thanksgiving recess.
December 22-lanuary 2-Thursday to Monday, inclusive:
Christmas vacation.
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January 25-February 4-Wednesday to Saturday, inclusive :
Final examinations.
Second Sem ester
February 6-Monday:
Registration and first day of instruction.
F ebruary 14-Tuesday:
Last day for payment of accounts.
March 24-Thursday:
Founders' Day Celebration: University Convocation, 11 a.m.
April 21-Friday:
Lawyers' Day.
April 27-Thursday:
Honors Convocation and Senior Recognition Day.
May 26-lune 3-Friday to Saturday, inclusive:
Final examinations .
lune 4-Sunday:
Baccalaureate sermon: University Convocation.
lune 6- Tuesday :
Commencement Day: University Convocation, 7 :30
p.m.

II.

EVE N ING DIVISION

First Sem ester
September 12-19-Monday to Monday, inclusive:
Registration week.
September 19-Monday:
Formal Opening and first day of instruction .
D ecemb er · 24-1 anuary I-Saturday to Sunday, inclusive :
Christmas vacation.
January 25-February 3-Wedn esday to Friday, inclusive t
Final examinations .
Second Sem ester
F ebruary 6-Monday:
Registration and first da:y of instruction.
April 21-Friday:
Lawyers' Day.
May 24-lune 2- Wednesday to Friday, inclusive:
Final examinations.
lun e 4-Sunday:
Baccalaureate sermon: University Convocation.
· lun e 9-Friday:
Comm encement Day.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Southern M ethodist University
FRANK M. BAILEY .................................................. Chickasha, Oklahoma
REVER END R. T. BLACKBURN .................................... Durant, Oklahoma
J. S. BRIDWELL. .......................................................Wichita Falls; . Texas
R EVEREND JOH N LEWIS CANNON ............................ DeQueen, Arkansas
HARVEY CROWLEY CoucH ...................................... Pine Bluff, Arkansas

•

THOMAS MARVIN CuLLUM ................................................ Dallas, Texas
R . W. FAIR ............................................................................Tyler, Texas
WALTER WILLIAM FoNDREN .......................................... Houston, Texas
M ALCOLM KINTNER GRAHAM ........................................ Gra ham, Texas
WILLIAM BENJAMIN HAMILTON ............................ Wichita Falls, Texas
REVEREND ]. 0. HAYMES .............................................. Amarillo, Texas
HONORABLE JOH N EDWARD HICKMAN .............................. Austin, Texas
REVEREND CLARENCE C. HIGHTOWER ................ Roswell, New Mexico
BISHOP IVAN LEE HoLT ...................................................... Dallas, Texas
HENRY ERNEST JACKSON ............................................ San Angelo, Texas
REVEREND WARREN ] OHNSTON ............................ Fayetteville, ArkansaP.
REVEREND PAUL E. MARTIN ................................ Wichita Falls, Texas
FRANK LETCHER McNENY ................................................ Dallas, Texas
REVERJ,lND ]AMES WALTER MILLS ................................ Beaumont, Texas
W. R. NICHOLSON .......................................................... Longview, Texas
J oE ] . PERKINS ........................................................ Wichita Falls, Texas
GEORGE

L. PEYTON ............................................................ Mexia, Texas

R EVEREND J osEPH DRANE RANDOLPH ........................ Mexico, Missouri
REVEREND D. B. RAULINS ................................ New Orlean·s, Louisiana
REVEREND J OSEPH MILLER SHOCKLEY ............J efferson City, Missouri
BISHOP ANGIE FRANK SMITH ........................................ Houston, Texas
REVEREND RAYMOND ANTIE TAYLOR .... ., ................ San Antonio, Texas
DANIEL UPTHEGROVE ................:............................... St. Louis, Missouri
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REVEREND WALTER WILLIAM WARD ................................Waco, Texas
I

J. M. WILLSON ... :····························································Floydada, Te:xcas

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

A. FRANK SMITH ........................................................................ Chair man
FRANK LETCHER McNENY .............................................. Vice Chairman
LAYTON W.

.

BAILEY ........ :....... ....... ...................... . .......... ........... . Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Young Men's Christian Association
E. R.

BROWN .... '. ........................................................... Chairman

E. GORDON

of Board

PERRY .................................. , ........... . .............. ........... President

C. H. READ .............. , ........................................................... Vice President
HUGO SCHOELLKOPF .......................................................... Vice President

F. H. KmD .................................................................. R ecording S ecretary
MARC • ANTHONY ......................................................................... Treasurer
JOHN H.

HENRY . .............................. :····························General

L. T. Blaisdell

0. M. Marchman

Everett G. Brown

Allen Melton

Paul Carrington

E.T. Moore

R. H. Crocker

W. S. Mosher

W. H. Francis

D. D. Otstott

E.

B. Germany

Alfonso

J ohnoon

S.

B. Perkins

R. G. Storey

A. T. Walraven

Secretary
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LAW SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ROBERT GERALD" STOREY; Chairman Section on Legal Education, American Bar Association; Past President Dallas Bar Association; Member firm, Storey, Sanders, Sherrill, & Armstrong-Chairman.

J.

CLEO THOMPSON, Member Board of Directors, Texas Bar Association; Past President Dallas Bar Association; Member firm,
Thompson & M eek-Vice-Chairman.

SAWNIE ALDREDGE, Counsel for Southern Methodist University; Member of the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees; Member firm, Aldredge, Shults, & ll1adden.
RHODES S. BAKER, Member firm, Thompson, Knight, Baker, Harris,
& Wright.
JOHN H. BICKETT, General Attorney, Southw estern B ell Telephone
Co.; Former Judge, Fourth Court of Civil Appeals.
PAUL CARRINGTON, First Vice-President, Dallas Bar Association;
Member firm, Bromberg, L eftwich, Carrington, & Gowan.
MARION N. CHRESTMAN, Chairman Judicial Council of Texas; Member firm, Chrestman, Brundidge, Fountain, Elliott, & Bateman.
LoGAN FORD, Former President S. M. U. Alumni Association; Attorney, Burford, Ryburn, Hin cks, & Charlton.
WILLIAM H. FRANCIS, Vice-President and General Counsel, Magnolia
Petroleum Company.
DAVID ANTONIO FRANK, Vice-Presi,dent Texas Bar Association; PastPresident Dallas Bar Association; Attorney.
YALE GRIFFIS, President Alumni Association, Dallas Sch'ool of Law;
Attorney, Dudley & Dudley.
DEXTER HAMILTON, Former Judge, Fifth Court of Civil Appeals;
Member firm, Hamilton, Lipscomb, Wood & Swift.
CHARLES EDWARD LONG, JR., Assistant City Attorney of Dallas; President Junior Bar Association of Dallas.
RICHARD ANDREW PATTON, District Attorney, Dallas County; . President District Attorneys' Association of Texas.
JOHN W. RANDALL, General Counsel for the Praetorians; Member
firm, Randall & Gray.

L. M. RrcE, Former President the Dallas Open Forum; Member firm,
Rice & Hyman.

J.

WOODALL RODGERS, President Dallas Bar Association; Member firm,
Turn er, Rodgers, Wynn , & Sellers.

STUART AusTIN WrnR, Attorney and Registered Mechanical Engineer.
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Rules Governing Admissi_on to the Bar in Texas
The principal rules governing admission to the bar in Texas may be
summarized as follows:
1. Bar examinations are held in Austin, beginning on the four~h Monday in February, June and October.

2. To be eligible for the examinations the applicant , must te twentyone years of age, a bona fide citizen of Texas and of the United States
and a resident of Texas for not less than one year.
3. The applicant must have filed a declaration of intention to study
law before beginning such study or within thirty days thereafter.
4. This declaration of intention must show credit for sixty semes '. er
hours of work in a recognized college, or the equivalent thereof.
5. The candidate for admission shall file his application for permission
to take the bar examinations with the Secretary of the Board ·o f Legal
Examiners not less than thirty days before the beginning of the examinations.
6. Such application shall show:
(a) That applicant has studied law in an approved school or with
an approved attorney or law firm for not less than twenty-rnven
months; and
(b) That he is a person of good moral character and honorable deportment.

7. The fee for the first examination is $20.00; for subsequent examinations it is $10.00.
For details concerning the rules and . the course of study and for necessary blank forms, apply to the Secretary of the Board of Legal Examiners, Austin, Texas.

Resolution of the Danas Bar Association
_In November, 1937, the Bar Association of Dallas went a s ' ep further
than paragraph 6 above, and resolved that after July 1, 1938, they would
not certify to the Board of Legal Examiners for examination anyone who
had not graduated from a law school that complies with the standards
of the American Bar Association. These standards are, in brief, that the
law school to be approved must
1. Require not less than two _years (60 semester hours) of college
work for admission;
·

2: Require three years of law study for graduation;

3. Have not fewer than three full-time teachers of law in its facu lty;
and

4. Have not fewer than 7,500 usable volumes in its law library.
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OFFICERS OF THE FACULTY
CHARLES CLAUDE SELECMAN, D.D., LL.D., President
CHARLES SHIRLEY POTTS, AM., LL.B., S.].D., Dean ·
WILLIAM ALEXANDER RHEA, A.B., LL.B., LL.M., Secretary
CLYDE EMERY, AB., LL.B., Assistant to' D ean, Dallas School of Law
HERMAN R . KUEHNE, A.B., A.M., Edu cational Director,
Dallas School of Law

FULL-TIME FACULTY
Professor of Law
CHARLES SHIRLEY POTTS
A .B. and A.M., 1902, LL.B., 1909, University of Texas; S.J.D., 1926,
Harvard; Professor of Law, University of Texas, 1909-1925, Assistant Dea,n, 1914-1921; Thayer Teaching Fellow, Harvard Law. School
1925-1926; Professor of Law, Washington University, 19·26-1927;
Professor of Law and Dean, Southeri:i Methodist University, 1927WrLLIAM ALEXANDER RH EA
Professor of Law
A.B., 1892, McKinney College; LL.B., 1894, LL.M.,1895, Texas.
General Practice in Dallas, 1895-1919; Professor of Law, University
of Texas, 1919-1925; · Professor of Law, Southern Methodist University, 1925RoY WILLIAM McDONALD
Professor of Law
LL.B., 1927, University of Texas; General practice in Dallas, 19271938; Part-time instructor, Dallas School of Law, 1929-1937; same
Southern Methodist University, 1937-1938; Professor of Law,
Southern Methodist University, 1938*ROY ROBERT RAY
A ssistant Professor of Law
A.B., 1924, Centre College; L.L.B., 1928, University of Kentucky;
S.J.D., 1930, University of Michigan; Instructor in Law, Southem
Methodist University, 1929-1931; Assistant Professor of Law,
1931-; Visiting Professor of Law, Vanderbilt University, 1937-1938.
CLYDE EMERY
Assistant Professor of Law
A.B., 1921, University of Wisconsin; Rhodes Scholar at Oxford,
1921-1923; LL.B., 1930, Harvard; General Practice in Dallas, 19301936; Associate Professor of Law, Baylor University, 1936-1938;
Assista,nt Professor of Law and Assistant to th,e Dean, Evening
Division, Southern Methodist University, 1938FRED A DEWEY
Assistant Professor of LawA.B ., 1931, J.D., 1933, Universi_ty of Iowa; LL.M., 1934, -Columbia
University; General practice in Cleveland, Ohio, 1934-1938; Assistant Professor of Law, Southern Methodist University, 1938ROBERT BENTON LOWRY
Inst1\ic£0/ i11 ' t~w·
B.S.L., 1937, LL.B., 1937, Northwestern University;. Austin Scholar
at University of Berlin, 1932, and· London · School of Economics,
1933; Aide to Depu~y Aqministrato,r, ,N;RA, W asµington 1933-1934;
General Practice in Chicago, 1937~1938; Instructor in Law, Southern Methodist University, 1938-.
·

*Absent

on leave, 1938-1939.

', .
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PART-TIME FACULTY
GROVER CARROLL ADAMS, AB., LL.B., 1908, Texas.
Judge, Criminal District Court of Dallas County

Criminal Law & Procooure, Evening Division
DAVID ANTONIO FRANK, A.B., 1903, LL.B., 1905, Texas.
Attomey

Preparation of Legal Instrum ents, Day Division
SCOTT H UGHES, LL.B., 1931, Texas.
G.eneral Attorney, Southern Union Gas Co.

A e(ions, L egal Bibliography, P ersonal Property, Evening Division
]AMES ALFORD KILGORE, AB., 1927, LL.B., 1932,
Member firm, Renfro & Kilgore

s. M. u.

Dom estic R elations, Evening Division
HENRY PEYTON KUCERA, ·A.B., 1922, LL.B., 1923, Texas.
City Attorney of Dallas

Municipal Corporations, Evening Division
Roy CLIFFORD LEDBETTER, A.B., 1921, LL.B., 1921, Texas.
Attorney, Legal Department, Magnolia Petroleum Co.

Mortgages, Day Division
LEWIS B. LEFKOWITZ, AB., 1924, Texas; LL.B., 1926, Columbia.
Member firm, Smithdeal, Shook, & Lefkowitz

Trusts, Day Division
CLAUDE RUE MILLER, LL.B., 1931, S.M.U.
Member firm, Touchstone, Wight, Gormley, & Price

Workm en's Compensation, Day Division
RAYMOND MERLIN MYERS, A.B., 1915, LL.B., 1917, Texas.
Attorney, Legal Department, Magnolia Petroleum Co.

Oil & Gas, Day Division
JOHN ALLEN RAWLINS, LL.B., 1918, Texas.
Judge, 116th District Court

L egal Ethics; Evening Division
LAWRENCE HERNDON RHEA, LL.B., 1921, Texas.
Member firm, Coker, Rhea, & Vickrey

Examination of Abstracts, Day Division
ANDREW JOSEPH Tnuss, LL.B., 1917, . Vanderbilt.
First Assistant City Attorney

Wills & Estates, Evening Division
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History of the School of Law

The Schoo( of Law was established by resolution of the
Board of Trustees on February 10, 1925. It was formally
opened on the fifteenth of the following September with a faculty of two and a student body of twenty. Only first year
courses were offered. An additional year's work was added
during each of the next two years, and the teaching staff correspondingly increased. The first class, consisting of twelve
men and one woman, was graduated in June, 1928.
In 1927, at the end of its second year, the School of Law
was placed on the list of law schools approved by the Council
on Legal Education of the American Bar Association. In 1929,
at the end of its fourth year, the school was admitted to membership in the Association of American Law Schools. The
recognition from these two great standardizing agencies, thus
won early in its history, it has jealously sought to maintain and
to deserve.
The Evening Division

During its first thirteen years the School of Law of Southern
Methodist University operated only one division, the classes
being held almost exclusively during the morning hours. In
the meantime, as a result of the growing demand for evening
study, two or three night law schools had come into existence
in Dallas. Of these the strongest was established in 1925 by
the Young Men's Christian Association, and was successfully
operated under the name, "The Dallas School of Law". In
the spring of the current year ( 1938) an arrangement was
made for the merger of this school with the School of Law of
Southern Methodist University.
The merger agreement was drafted by a representative of
the Council on Legal Education of the American Bar Association, and, on Ma:y 11th, was fully approved by the Executive
Committee of die Association of American Law Schools in
session in Washington. By its terms the Dallas School of Law
will continue to be operated in the Y.M.C.A. building, but as
the Evening Division of the School of Law of Southern Methodist University. The Educational Director of the Y.M.C.A.
will have charge of public relations and other administrative
matters under the direction of the Dean, while the University
will select the faculty and have control of the cou.rse of study

l
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and of the requirements for admission and graduation. Students entering the Evening Division after September 1st, 1938,
or transf erring to it from approved law schools, will, upon
completing the presc ribed course of study, be awarded the
bachelor of laws degre e from Southern M ethodi t University.
Those who had previously begun their studies in the Dallas
School of Law will upon completion of th e prescribed course
receive from the Y.M.C.A. the degree for which th ey originally registered.
From th e foregoing it will be seen that the Dallas School
of Law now becomes the Evening Division of th e Southern
M ethodist University School of Law, a school that for eleven
years h as had the approval of one of the two great standardizing agencies and for nin e years has be en a member of the
other. It is of interest to note that it is th e only evening school
west of th e Mississippi River and south of St. Louis and
Kansas City that has such rating with th ese organizations.

W here Classes Are Held
The Day Division is located in D allas Hall on the campus
of Southern Methodist University. The class-roo ms, the Law
Libi·ary and reading room, and the offi ces for the law professors are all conveniently arranged on th e third floor, and have
the bes t possible light and air.
The classes for th e Evening Division: Dallas School of Law,
are conducted at th e down-town Y.M.C.A. building, 605 N.
Ervay, where, also, the Y.M.C.A. conducts its School of Business Administration. This location should not be confused
with that of "Dallas College of S.M.U." which holds eve ning
classes in Arts, Commerce, Engineering, and other fi elds. This
latter institution, under the directorship of Prof. G. 0. Clough,
is conducted at th e Young W .omen' s Christian Association
building, .at 1709 Jackson Street. [Se e announcements pp. 2 8
and. 29.J

The Law Libraries
The library at th e D ay Division is located on th e third floor
of Dallas Hall, on the University Campus. It contains mor e
than 17 ;000 well selected volumes and is being added to co nstantly by purcha se and donation. It is housed in its own rooms
adjacent to th e law class-rooms, and is open from 8 a.m. to
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10 p.m . except on Sundays. In addition th e law student has
access to the -General Library of the University two floors
below.
The library contains practically all r epo rt ed cases of the
national government and of all th e states, from th e American
R evolution to th e prese nt time, and practically all English r eported cases from the tim e of Henry VIII to the present tim e,
a period of about 400 years . It also contains complete English
a nd American digests and many special sets, together with a
collection of about 15 00 text books. A special feature of th e
library is its collection of legal periodicals of which it subscrib es
for 4 6. Complete boun d se ts of 36 of th ese valuable publicati ons are found on its shelves.
The library for th e Evening Division ·is located in th e Y. M.
C. A. building on th e same flo or with th e class-roo ms. The
"Sha froth" agreement provides that this library shall be
brought up to not few er than 5, 000 usabl e volumes and that
the r eading room shall be enlarged by th e addition to it of an
ad jacent class room . All of thi s is to be accomplished by the
opening of th e school year, in September, 193 8.
In addition to the library fac iliti es at the Y.M.C.A., the stud ents at th e Evening Di vision will have access to th e La\V
Library and th e General Library on the University Campus.

To Whom Should the Study of the Law Appeal?
There are several classes of pers ons who should be especially
interested in studying la w:
1. Persons preparing to practice law or hold judicial position. It is obvious that practicing lawye rs and persons holding
any sort of -judicial position from justice of the peace to membership on the supreme coui"t should be thoroughly trained in
the law.
2. Prospective legislato rs and administrative officials. One
can scarcely claim to be qualified to make laws for th e future
or to carry th em into execution unl ess he has more than a sup erfi cial knowledge of the existing legal sys tem o f his state and
nation. Especially is thi s true of membership on th e numerous
boards and commissions in the Na tional and th e State gove rnments.
3 . Persons prepa ring for business . More and more is sound
legal training coming to be recognized as th e best preparation
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for success in business. No other profession is furnishing so
many outstanding business executives.
4. Persons preparing for good citizenship and intelligent
participation in public affairs. The law treats of virtually every
aspect of human society and those best trained in the law are
best prepared for leadership in the community, the state, and
the nation.
Length of the Law Course

The law course in the Day Division which requires substantially all of the students' time covers three long sessions, or
two long sessions and three summer sessions. It may take a
longer period if the s_tudent fails in some of his courses or
accumulates an excess of "D" grades.
In the Evening Division, the law course requires a minimum
of four long sessions of 36 weeks each, or an equivalent amount
of time in long sessions and summer sessions combined. As
explained below, the student who wishes to become a candidate
for a degree must have completed two years of college work
( 60 semester hours) before he is permitted to register in either
division .
. Limitation of Enrollment; Small Classes: Personal Contact

Enrollment in the Day Division is limited to one hundred.
As a result classes are small, varying in size from ten to fifty,
as compared to classes of one hundred and fifty and up to two
h_tmdred in some of the larger law schools in this section of the
country.
•· Such large classes constitute a serious handicap on effective
law teaching, especially in schools where the "case-system" of
instruction is in use. This system is par excellence the recitation-and-cla~s-room-discussion method of instruction, and is
deemed superior to all other methods. Large classes, by
greatly reducing the number of opportunities for the individual
student to "give a case" and to participate in the discussion,
seriously hamper good teaching and reduce the value of the
class-hour. On the other hand, in small classes the student is
kept "on his toes" by the probability that he will be called on
for cas.e and the certainty that he will have a chance to take
part in the classroom discussion at every class period. In addition, sm.all classes help to develop the close personal relations
between teacher and student that constitute one of the most
valuable features of law school training.

a
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Day Division to Be Preferred

Prospective students are urged wherever possible to pursue
their law studies in the Day Division. Preparation for the law
as a profession is a serious business, and, to be well done, requires a large expenditure of time and energy. Obviously, then,
evening study should be depended upon only by those whose
circumstances will not permit them to attend the Day Division.
Day classes should be preferred even if the student has to
spend a. material part of his time in earning a portion of his
exp enses. Many day students work at filling stations, carry
paper routes, wait on tables, and do odd jobs as a means of
"working their way· through school."
·
Scholarships and Other Helps

One scholarship covering all tuition and fees, donated by an
alumnus, and two half scholarships, paying $72.50 per semester, established by the Board of Trustees, are offered to graduates of senior colleges who expect to enter the Sch,ool of Law,
Day Division. These scholarships are awarded by the Dean
of the School of Law on the basis of scholastic record and
general effectiveness.
Application, on a blank furnished on request, accompanied
by a transcript of the applicant's college record and the names
of th.ree references should be in the Dean's hands by August 1.
Expenses

1.

Day Division.
Tuition per semester........................................................................$115.00
Library deposit (payable one semester only and returnable
less deductions for damages and fines) ................................
5.00
Medical fee (payable only by students who live on the campus, though others must furnish a certificate of good
health from a reputable physician) ......................... ,............
3.00
Student Activity fee (assessed by the Students' Assn. and
·covering athletic tickets, the student annual, semiweekly newspaper, etc.) .......................................................... 12.00
Tuition is payable at the ·beginning of each semester, but
arrangements may be made with the business manager to
pay in four instalments for a small carrying charge.

2.

Evening Division.
Tuition for each of the 4 years (payable by the month with
5% discount for semester in advance) .....,. ...................... :.. $135.00

1 1
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Library deposit (payable o;ne semester only and returnable
less damag~s and fines )..........................................................

5.00

Student Activity fee ( optional for students of the Evening
Division) per semester............................................................

12.00

C aseclubs and Student Activities

In th e Day Division two clubs are maintained for the trial
of moot questions of law. The student-attorneys submit carefully ·prepa red briefs of th e questions involved, and at a later
time argue the cases orally befo re a judge or g roup of judges
selected from the bench or bar. On Lawyers' Day, April 21st,
the work culminates in a contest for the Arthur A. Everts
Award.
Credit toward a degree not to exceed one semester hour is
allotved for satisfactory work in th e case club. .
In th e Evening Division, the Barristers' Club holds frequent
dinner-meetings, with addresses on live legal topics by promirtent attorneys and others.
: In qi.ch division there is maintain ed a general organization
of th e students of the division for handling matters in which
th ey. are interested.
R equirements for Admission

1.

R egular Students.

An applicant for admission as a regular student in th e School
of Law must be nin eteen years of age or over; and must present
evidence ( 1) that he i-s of good moral character, ( 2) that he
h~s. passed the medical examination, ( 3) that he has fulfilled
th e general entrance r equirements of th e University, and ( 4)
that he has s_atisfactori1y completed · two full years in th e College of Arts and Sciences, with credits amounting to at leas t
60 semester-hours, or the -equival ent in another approved institution, with grade-points at least equal in number to the
number of the semester-hours of credit offered, that is, with an
average -grade of C on all college work undertaken. This is
th e grade-a,,erage required for graduation from the College of
Arts and Sciences.
While no particular college cou.rses are prescribed, the following,-a1:e .-r ecommended- as furnishing a satisfactory foundat!ion ·for law study:

Scr-rooL
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Recommended Pre-Law Course

First Y ear

Second Y ear

English Composition .......... 6 hours English .Literature ..............6
English History .................. 6 hours American History ................6
Mathematics ........................ 6 hours A Second Science ................ 6
Economics ............................ 6 hours Government .......................... 6
A Natural Science .............. 6 hours Accounting ............................ 6
(If a foreign ·language is selected it should be Latin.)

h curs
hours
hours
hours
hours

The pre-law college work may be don e in th e College of
Arts and Sciences of Southern Methodist University or in any
college of recognized standing. Especial attention is called to
th e fact that adequate pre-law training is provided by Dallas
College of S.M :U ., the evening school conducted by Southern
Methodist University at the Young Wom ens' Christian Association building at 1709 Jackson street. [S ee announcement
0 11 p. 29.]
2.

Special Students.

· In rare cases, a person tw enty-thr ee years of age not meeting the for egoing requirements may be ad mitted as a special
student, if he satisfies the D ea n of the School of Law that h e
is of good moral character, possesses sufficient capacity, training, expe ri ence, and industry to profit by the instruction offered,
and that he will not be a hindrance to the school. Such a p erson ·
cannot receive credit toward a degree for the work done, and
if his work proves unsatisfa ctory he will be dropped from th e
school. A special student who successfully completes· the law
course will be given a certificate so stating.
Transfers from Other Law Schools

An applicant who is qualified to enter the School of Law
as a candidate for a degree, and who has satisfactorily co m-·
pleted a period of study in a law school that is a member of
th e Association of American Law Sc.::hools, or that has been
placed on th e approved list of th e Council on Legal Education
of the A\Tlerican-Bar Association, may be given equival ent rank
in this school upon presenting a properly authenticated certificate of such work. The right is re served to g ive credit only
on examination and to withdraw credit if the student's work
i~ unsatisfactory. ··
·
Reqitzrement:s for Law Degree

· T he .degree of ·B·achelor of"Laws (LL.B. ) will be conferred
upon a candidate therefo r who has credit for 78 semester-
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hours of law work (72 for the Evening Division) distributed
over a period equal to three scholastic years · ( four years for
the Evening Division), who is of good moral character, and
who has complied with the following conditions:
1. He must have been a resident at this school for at least
one year next preceding the granting of the degree.
2. The work done during his last year must not have been
counted toward a law degree elsewhere.
·
3. An average grade of at least C (70) must be made on
all courses completed within the two semesters next preceding
graduation. In computing this average there will be included
each course in which the student shall h;i.ve taken the final
examination, regardless of whether credit for the course is
necessary to make up the minimum requirement of semesterhours.
4. The total amount of D-grade work which a student may
count toward a law degree in any one year, semester, or term,
shall not exceed one-third of the total hours for which he was
registered during the period involved.
5. The law degree will not be conferred upon anyone markedly deficient in English, nor upon anyone whQ has not completed all the prescribed courses.
Candidates for the LL.B. degree having the highest average
grade, not to exceed ten per cent of the graduating class, may,
by vote of the Law faculty, be awarded the degree cum laude.
No one shall be eligible who shall have taken elsewhere more
than one-third of the work offered for this degree. The average grade shall be based on work done in this school only; but
to receive the degree cum laude a transfer from another college must have at least a B average ( 80 or above) in law
courses in the school previously attended.
At the beginning of the second semester the faculty elects
the highest ten per cent of the senior class to membership in
the local scholarship society known as the "Order of the Woolsack".

Six-Year Combination Leading to A.B., or B.S. in Commerce,
and the LL..B. Degree
A student by pursuing one of the schedules of study suggested below may secure a degree in the College of Arts and
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Sciences and a degree in the School of Law in six years, thus
saving one year's time. To do this, he must, before applying
for a degree, ( 1) satisfy the catalogue r equirements for the
college degree he desires, and ( 2) complete ninety-two semester-hours of college work, at least thirty of which must be
taken in Southern Methodist University. At the end of one
year of satisfactory work in the School of Law (Day Division), he will be granted the college degree, and at the end of
two more years, upon satisfying the requirements of the School
of Law, he will be granted the LL.B. degree.
Recommended Schedule Leading to the A.B. and LL.B.

First Y ear
English Composition .......... 6
Foreign language (Latin) .. 6
Mathematics ........................6
A Social Science .................. 6
A Natural Science ..............6

Second Y ear ·
hours
hours
hours
hours
hours

English or Comparative
Literature ..........................6
Foreign language (cont.) .... 6
English History ..................6
Economics ............................ 6
A Natural Science .............. 6

hours
hours
hours
hours
hours

Third Year
English or Comparative
Literature :......................... 6
Government .......................... 6
American History ................ 6
Religion ................................6
Accom~ting (or an elective) 8

hours
hours
hours
hours
hours

.Recommended Schedule for B.S. in Commerce and LL.B.

First Y ear
English Composition .......... 6
Mathematics ........................ 6
A Social Science .................. 6
A Natural Science ..............6
Elective ................................6

Second Y ear
hours
hours
hours
hours
hours

English or Comparative
Literature .......................... 6
English History ..................6
Economics (Cm'rce 33, 34) 6
Government .......................... 6
Accounting ............................ 8

hours
hours
hours
hours
hours

Third Y ear
American History ................ 6
Commerce 53, 54
(Business Organization) 6
Finance 55, 56
(Money and Banking) ....6
Religion ................................ 6
Elective in School
of Commerce .................... 6

hours
hours
hours
hours

•

h ours

. Note :- In order to take advantage of this six-year combination the student must take at least thirty hours of the fore-

:J
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going work in Southern Methodist University, or in "Dallas
College of S. M. U.", the evening school conducted by, the
University at the Young ff/ omen's Christian Association, 1709
Jackson street.

Rules and Regulations
The School of Law has its own rul es gove rning registration,
changing courses, classroom attendance, quizz es and examinations, grades and reports,· failures and continuance in the
school, and graduation. These rules are kept posted on th e
official bulletin board · and the student is charged with notice
of them.

Admission to the Bar
Admission to the bar in Texas is now based exclusively on
examinations g iven by the State Board of Legal Examiners,
beginning on the fourth Monday of February, June, and October. The courses of study given below fairly cover all subjects on which the bar exa minations are based. While some of
these courses are not listed by nam e th ey are substantially covered under other names. For example, though no course called
"Common Law" is offered, the pertinent parts of the common
law are treated in practically every course in the curriculum.
So, too, the bailments portion of "Bailments and Carriers" is
treated in detail in the course in Personal Property, while the
carriers portion is substantially treated in the course on Public
Utilities. "Partnership" is largely covered in the courses in
Agency and Private Corporations, or Business Organizations.
It is believed, therefore, that the student who has done his
work in the law school with reasonable thoroughn ess should,
after a general review, have no serious trouble in passing the
bar exam inations .

R eading Course

In addition to the courses offered in the curriculum given
b~low, students in the School of Law are urged .to pursue a
course of selected reading designed to broaden their conception
of the law as an agency of economic and social control. A
selected list of books suitable for each class is kept posted on
the official bulletin board.

ScI-IOOL OF LAw
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THE CURRICULUM
1938-1939
Following are th e co urses of study for th e Day Division and
th e Evening Division for th e year 1938-39. All courses in the
Evening Divi sion and all courses in th e first year of the Day
Divisi on are required. Other r equired courses are marked
with an "R".
All co urses are subj ect to chan ge or to withdrawal without
notice.

I.

D AY DIVISION

First Year
Actions. Two hours first semester.

MR. LowRY

Nature and forms of actions at law ; th e demurr er; fundam entals of procedure at law.
Keigwin, Cas es in Common Law Pleading, 2nd Edition.
Agency. Three hours seco nd semester.

MR. EMERY

Ri ghts and dut ies of princip al and agent; rights of third
p ersons; ratification; undi sclosed principal; termination of
agency.
Mechem, Cases on Agency , 2nd edition.
Contracts. Three hours each se m es ter.

MR. LowRY

Fo rmati on and performanc e of promissory undertakings in
formal and informal business transac tions, including breaches
a nd legal l'em edies ther efo r.
Havighurst, Cases on Contracts.
Crimil-:.al Law. Two hours each semeste r .

MR. PoTTs

Nature of crime; d efenses ; combinations of persons m
crime; the study of sp ecific crimes.
Harno, Cases on Criminal Law.
Potts, Mim eographed Cas es and Materials.
Property I. Three h ours fir st semes ter.

MR. DEWEY

Introduction to r eal and personal property; feudal tenure;
possesso ry and non-p ossessory estates ; us es and the statute of
us es; interes t in chattels r eal and personal.
Fraser, Cas es an d R eading s on Property, Vol. I.

I
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MR. DEWEY
Property II. Three hours second semester.
Original and descriptive titles to land; conveyances; descriptions; covenants; and priorities.
Kirkwood, Cases on Conveyances.
MR. McDONALD
Torts. Three hours each semester.
Assault; battery; false imprisonment; trespass; negligence;
legal cause; fraud and deceit; libel and slander; malicious prosecution.
·
Bohlen and Harper, Cases 011 Torts, Texas Edition.

Use of Law Books. One hour first semester.
Instruction in the use of a law library.
Mimeographed materials.

MR. LOWRY

Second Year

Civil Procedure. ( R.) 3 hrs. each sem.
MR. McDONALD
Pleading and practice in the courts of Texas.
Stayton, Mimeographed Materials on Civil Procedure.
Const'! Law I. ( R.) 2 hrs. 1st sem., 3 hrs. 2nd sem. MR. PoTTs
The American system of government; citizenship; foreign
relations; taxation; regulation of commerce.
Dodd, Cases on Constitutional Law, 2nd Edition.
MR. DEWEY
Conveyances. ( R. fThree hours second sem.
Original and derivative titles to land; conveyances; descriptions; covenants; and priorities. (Will meet with the class in
Property II.)
·
Kirkwood, Cases on Conveyances.

Equity. ( R.) 2 hrs. 1st sem., 3 hrs. 2nd sem.
MR. LowRY
General principles of equity procedure; specific performance
of contractual undertakings; injunction against tort and crime;
bills of peace; telationship of vendor and purchaser; fraud and
mistake.
Walsh, Cases on Equity.
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MR. DEWEY
Personal Property. Three hours 2nd semester.
Real and personal property continued; possession; bailments; finders; liens; pledge; acquisition of ownership; fixtures; air, land and water.
Fraser, Cases and Readings on Prop erty, Vol. II.
Not offered in 1938-39.

..

MR. w. A. RHE·A
Texas Property. Three hrs. 1st semester.
Distinctive features of Texas real property laws; adverse
possession; . community property; homestead and exemptions.
Rhea, Mimeographed Cases and Materials.

Third Year

Administrative Law. Two hours second sem.
MR. POTTS
Separation of powers; delegation of powers; judicial control
of administrative action.
Casebook to be selected.
Not offered in 1938-39.
MR. EMERY
Conflict of Laws. Three hours first semester.
Enforcement of rights created and obligations assumed in
states other than the State of the forum; private international ·
law.
Cheatham, Dowling, and Goodrich, Cases on Conflict of
Laws.
MR.
Const'l Law II. Two hours first semester.
Special problems in Constitutional Law.
Dodd, Cases on Constitutional Law, 2nd Edition.

POTTS

MR. McDONALD
Evidence. Two hours each semester.
Presumptions; burden of proof; judicial notice; witnesses;
hearsay rule; opinion evidence; circumstantial evidence; best
evidence; parol evidence.
Hinton, Cases on Evidence, 2nd Edition.

Future Interests. 3 hrs. 2nd sem.
MR. W. A. RHEA
Future interests in property; reversions, remainders; ex-

(I

24

SouTI-I ERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY

ecutory interests; powers; p erp etuities; illegal conditions and
restraints.
Leach, Cases on Future Interests.

Municipal Corporations. 2 hrs. 2nd sem.

MR. PoTTS

.Formation, powers, duties -and r esponsibilities of cities and
other municipal bodies.
I
Cas ebook to be selected.
Not offered i"n 1938-39.
/

Practice Court. On e hour second semester .
Public Utilities. · Three hours second sem ester.

MR. McDONALD
· ·. MR. DEWEY

Duties and obligations of persons engaged in public callings;
rate-making; public r egulation.
Robinson, Cas es on Public Utiliti es .

Cours es Op en to Second and Third Y ear Students
Administration Crim. Law. 2 hrs . 2nd· sem. •

MR. POTTS

Arrest; extradition; ba il, grand jury indictm ent; defendant's
pl ~adings; jury trial; app eal; probation and parole.
Keedy, Cas es. on th e Administration of Criminal Law.
Potts, Cas es ori Criminal Procedure in Texas.
Not offered in 1938-39.

Bills and Notes. Three hours first semester.

MR. LOWRY

Form and inception of bills of exchange and promissory
not es; negotiation; liability of parties; discharge.
Smith and Moore, Cases on Bills and N ates, 3rd Edition.
Not offered in 1938-39.

Business Organizations. 4 hrs. 1st sem .

Mi. DEWEY

Nature and formation of partnerships, corporations, limited
partnerships, joint stock associations, and business trusts;
1:ights, powers, duties and liabiliti es of the enterprise and its
participants as a going concern; solvent dissolution.
Frey, Cas es and Statutes on Business Associations.

Creditors' Rig·hts. Fo ur hours second semester.

MR. LowRY

Administration of estates of insolvent debtors; fraudulent
conveyarices; general assignments; receiverships; bankruptcies.

SCHOOL OF LAW
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Sturges, Cas es and Nf ateria.ls on D ebtors' Estates, 2nd Edition.
Not offered in 1938-39.
MR. w. A. RHEA
Domestic Relations. 2 hrs. 2nd sem.
Parent and child; in fants' contracts and conveyances; husband and wif e ; breach of promise to marry; marriage and
divorce.
·
Jacobs, Cas es and Materials on Dom estic R elations.

Insurance. Two hours first semester.
Life, accid ent, and prop erty insurance; creation of the relation of insurer and insured; insurable interest; rights, powers,
and rem edies of · the parties; facts operating to mature the
policy.
Cas eboo!? to he selected. ·
Not offered in 1938-1939.

Mortgages. Three hours second semester.
MR. LEDBETTER
Mortgage . and , d ee d of trust distinguished; rights of the
parties; duti es of the trustee ; foreclosure; equity of redemption.
Casebool? to be selec ted.
Sales. Two hours first semester.
Transfer of title to pe rsonal prop erty; effect of fraud; rights
and r emedi es of parties; warranties.
Williston and McCurdy, Cases on Sales.
Not offered in 1938-1939.
Taxation. Thre e hours second semester.
Legitimate purposes of taxation; general prope rty tax and
tax administration; excise, inheritance, and income taxes.
Magill and Maguire, Cas es on Taxation, 2nd Edition.
Not offered in 1938-1939.
MR. LEFKOWITZ
Trusts. Thre e hours first semeste r.
The nature, creation, and essential elements of express
trusts, both private and charitable; resulting and constructive
trusts; adrhinisti'ation of trusts.
Scott, Cas es on Trusts.

J
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MR. w. A. RHEA
Wills. Two hours first semester.
Testamentary capacity; execution of wills; fraud and mistake; undue influence; revocation.
Mechem and Atkinson, Cases on Wills and Administration.

Short Lecture Courses

Abstracts. An hour-and-a-half lecture one ev~ning a week for
ten weeks, in spring. Credit one semester hour.
MR. LAWRENCE H. RHEA
Mimeographed materials.
Oil and Gas Law. An hour-and-a-half lecture one evening a
week for ten weeks, in winter. Credit one semester hour.
MR. MYERS

Selected materials.

Preparation of Legal Instruments. An hour-and-a-half lecture
one evening a week for ten weeks, 111 fall. Credit one
semester hour.
MR. FRANK
Mimeographed materials.
Workmen's Compensation. An hour-and-a-half lecture one
evening a week for ten weeks in fall. Credit one semester
hour.
MR. MrLL.~R
Selected materials.
Not offered in 1938-1939.

II.

EVENING DIVISION

As the description of the courses to be given in the Evening
Division and the casebooks to be used are substantially the
same as those given above for the Day Division it is not necessary to repeat them here .. The following table presents in compact form the courses given during each semester of each year,
together with .the value of each course, the day of the week
on which it is given and ~he instructor by whom it is given. _

l

r-

Curriculum and Class Schedule

N

First Year
First Semester
Torts, 3 hours .......................................... Mr. Emery
Action, 2 hours ...................................... Mr. Hughes
Legal Bibliography, 1 hour ................Mr. Hughes
Contracts, 3 hours .................................... Mr. Lowry

Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday

Second Semester
Torts, 3 hours .......................................... Mr. Emery
Personal Property, 3 hours ................ Mr. Hughes
Contracts, 3 hours ..................................Mr. Lowry

Second Year
Domestic Relations, 3 hours ................ Mr. Kilgore
Criminal Law and Procedure, 3 hours .. Mr. Adams
Property I, 3 hours ................................ Mr. Dewey

Monday
Wednesday
Friday

Equity, 3 hours ........................................Mr. Lowry
Agency, 3 hours ...................................... Mr. Emery
Property II, 3 hours ................................ Mr. Dewey

Third and Fourth Years
(To be taken in 1938-1939 by both Third- and Fourth-Year students.)
Wills and Estates, 3 hours ....................Mr. Thuss
Evidence, 3 hours ............................. :Mr . McDonald

Monday
Wednesday

Public Utilities, 3 hours ........................ Mr. Dewey
Municipal Corporations, 3 hours ........ Mr. Kucera

Conflict of Laws, 3 hours ....................Mr. Emery
Constitutional Law, 2 hours .................... Mr. Potts
Legal Ethics, 1 hour .......................... Mr. Rawlins

Wednesday
Friday
Friday

Constitutional Law, 3 hours .................... Mr. Potts

Civil Procedure, 3 hours ....................
Bills and Notes, 3 hours ................... .
Evidence, 3 hours ................................

(Not to be given in 1938-1939)
Monday
Civil Procedure, 3 hours ................... .
Wednesday
Private Corporations, 3 hours ..........
Friday
Federal Procedure, 3 hour s ............. .

I
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Announcement No. 1:

Evening Classes in
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
(Without College Credit)
Conducted at and by
Dallas Young Men's Christian Association

Oi1e-year, two-year, and four-year curricula in Business Administration, with specialization in Accounting, Business Manag~ment, and Advertising and Merchandising, and leading to appropriate certificates and diplomas, are offered by th e Dallas
Y. M. C. A. Schools, with their entrance upon their fourteenth
successive year of operation. All classes are taught by successful exponents of the· several branches of business r epresen ted.

LEARN TO SUCCEED
Success j s No Accident

For spec ial ~ulletin, write to, or call
DALLAS Y.M.C.A. SCHOOLS

605 N. Ervay Street

Telephone: 7-8341
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Announcement No. 2:

Evening Classes in

ARTS, COMMERCE, ENGINEERING
(With College Credit)

Conducted by
Southern Methodist University
at
Dallas Young Women's Christian Association
1709 Jackson Street

"Dallas College of S. M. U." opens the doors of education
to employed professional men and women, clerks, accountants,
secretaries, and industrial ,vorkers. Pre-law courses required
for entrance to standard law schools can be obtained.
L earn Jf/hile You Earn

For special bulletin, write to, or call
DALLAS

COLLEGE
OF

SOUTHERN METHODIST °UNIVERSITY

,I

Dallas, Texas
5-2141

Telephones

2-6494
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Southern M ethodist University, a well-rounded institution
in a Christian environment; modern buildings and equipment
on a beautiful and spacious campus, located in the cultural and
commercial center of the Southwest; recognized and approved
by the important standardizing agencies, including the Association of American Universities, as well as the national associations with which the professional schools are affiliated .
COLLEGE OF ARTS

&

SCIENCES

SCHOOL OF LAW

SCHOOL OF COMMERCE

SCHOOL OF MUSIC

$CHOOL OF EDUCATION

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

GRADUATE ScHQOL

SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT

DALLAS COLLEGE (EXTENSION)

SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

PRE-MEDICAL COURSES

For further information, address

R. L.

BREWER,

R egistrar

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
Dallas, Texas
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SUMMER LAW SCHOOL
The School of Law conducts a ten weeks' session each summer, divided into two terms of five weeks each. Three summer sessions are the equivalent of one long session.
The faculty is usually selected from the full-time faculty
of the School of Law, with an occasional visiting instructor.
For special bulletin, announcing the faculty and curriculum
for the Summer Session of 1939, apply to

DEAN,

Sc1-rooL OF
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